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H.R. Rep. No. 2270, 51st Cong., 1st Sess. (1890)
51ST 00NG:RESS, t HOUSE 't>.F REPH.ESENTATIVES. 
1st Sesswn. f · 
A.NNA RODGERS MACOMB. 
{ 
REPOR'l' 
No. 2270. 
JUNE 2, 1890.-Committcd to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to be 
:printed. 
M.r. BELKNAP, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the 
following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany S. :3101.] 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 3101) granting a pension to Anna Rodgers Macomb, submit the fol-
lowing report recommending the adoption of the Senate report, whicll 
is as follows: 
The claimant is the widow of John N. Macomb, late a colonel in the Engineer Corps 
(lf the U. S. Army. 
His Army record is hereto appended: 
"John Navarre Macomb was cadet at the Military Academy from Septemuer 1, 1828, 
to July 1, 1~32, when be was graduated and commissioned brevet second lientenant,. 
.Fourth Artillery; wt=~nt on the Black Hawk expedition; was employed ou topo-
graphical duty; served as aid-de-camp to Major-General Macomb, general-in-chief 
until 1ts36, when he was put in charge of constrnction of roadH in Michigan, of 
survey of Detroit River; also assistant in the survey of North western lakes. In 1851 
he was promoted to be captain of topographical engineers, and was in charge of that 
important and successful work, the lake survey. In 1850 l1e was ordered to New 
Mexico as chief topographical engineer of that department; he coustructed several 
valuable military roads aud made an exploration of the San Jnan River and region 
extending from Santa Fe to the junction of the Grancl and Green Rivers of the great 
Colorado of the West. In 1859 on light-house duty as engineer of the Fifth district. 
In 1861, chief topographical engineer on the staff of Geueral McClellan; iu 18t52, with 
General McDowell on the Rappahannock, engaged in the battle of Cedar .Mountain; 
Ul63, iu Washington preparing military maps; ordered to Portsmouth, N. H., to take 
charge of fortifications of Portsmouth Harbor and of Newburyport. In 1865 ma1le 
brevet colonel for faithful and meritorious service. In 1866, superintending en-
gineer of improvement of Western rivers, headquarters at Cincinnati. Iu 1870, in 
charge of tl1e improvement of the Upper Mississippi; improvement of Fox and Wis-
consin Hivers: anti of the construction of Rock Island Bl'it1ge; improvement of Illinois 
River; of the Des Moines Rapids; survey of Hennepin ship-canal, etc.; 1877 olonel 
Macomb was in charge of the defenses and harbor improvements of Delaware Bay and 
River; of Schuylkill aud Shrewsbury Rivers, New Jersey; and was presiding mem~ 
ber of many boards for the consideration of important engineering questions up to the 
tinte of his retirement, June :30, 1882. 
"During half a century of continuous service Colonel Macomb devoted himself to 
the interest of the Government; he won the respect of every man who came iu con~ 
tact with him, whcth~r officer or civili~n. 
"His business n1ethods were so accurate and so careful that in disbursing millions 
nothing was lost., wasted, or misapplied. 
''His widow asks that she be granted a pension in recognition of her husband's long 
and faithful perfor anee of duty.'' 
Your-eommittee are of the opinion that such a record demands special consideration. 
In recognit,ion of Colonel Macoml>'s lon()' and distinguished services, the passage of 
the bill is recommended. ., 
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